Howie Highlights

May 4, 2024 Training and equipping evangelical Christian pilots for missionary service.

You Are Reaching People for Jesus in Remote Alaska

| There is a significant shortage of pastors for Alaska. This state is the largest
geographically, bigger than the states of Texas, Montana, and California com-
bined, yet is the 3rd smallest in population with only 733 thousand residents.
Neighboring villages and towns are extremely far apart & remote. Alaska also
has higher percentages of teen suicide, depression, and domestic abuse than
other U.S. states. Because of your prayers and partnership with our ministry,
you are making a difference in peoples lives. Thank you! This photo is from
just a couple of days ago. MATA volunteer flight instructor, Abi McWhorter, is
, shown cutting the shirt tails of her student, Alicia Fries, who succeeded in
Abi cutting the shirt tlH St deDATielat aftet firet sofb flght. flying her first solo flight! Abi is training pastors and tf_\eir wives to fly air-
planes so that they can perform follow-up of new believers and expand the
spread of the Gospel to rural villages that have no connecting roads to anywhere else in rural Alaska. Alicia is a mother of two
kids, completed ground school, and passed her written exam, striving to have her license before summer ministries.

A Ministry in Southern Mexico Starts Soon for MATA Alum

You are helping to increase the number of missionary pilots through your involvement
with our ministry at MATA. We are pleased to report that Gregorio, who completed part
of his training at MATA, recently became an official missionary pilot. He is accepted by
MATF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) and is headed to serve in his native country of Mexico.

What a blessing to train someone already fluent both in language
and culture to be assigned to the city of Oaxaca. This city is the
home of Alas de Socorro, one of the first ever ministry locations
in the field of mission aviation. MATA is now in process to obtain
permissions to train foreign nationals coming from many nations, ™= Gregorio Rodiguez -
not just dual citizens. Please pray that MATA gains permission.

The aviation program in Oaxaca supports missions, churches, and Bible translators, as well as flying for

medical emergencies. For more information, MSI (Mission Safety International) just published an article
about this mission in their magazine. ( https://msisafety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Safety-Net-
April-2024.pdf ) There is also a nice write-up about MATA in this same issue. To God be the glory!

Praise & Prayer:

% B / Praising God for you who faithfully pray for and/or partner
(£)//4 M with our ministry at MATA. God continues to do astonishing

things through mission aviation. You play an important part!

_MA ‘ k_ Becky’s family will be celebrating her mother’s lifetime during

a small family gathering in July. She went to be with Jesus on
April 4th. Thank you for your prayers.

W % Please pray for more students to be called by God to train at

MATA, serving to help reduce the shortage of missionary pi-

% / 20% lots. The harvest truly is plentiful but the laborers are few.
s

Pray for the upcoming summer ministries of MATA. As of this
writing, its appears that our annual Mission Aviation Summer
Camp for teens is now full.

MISSION AVIATION TRAINING ACADEMY

We expect to be sending out invitations to our annual Thank You
Luncheon by mail soon. We will be celebrating the 25th anniversary
of the founding of MATA and presenting accoupts fr.om faithful sup- We are so very thankful for you and your
porters as to why they advocate for MATA. Arrival time is 11:30 am

with your amazing free lunch beginning at 11:45 am. Presentations prayers. Please let us know how we can
are from 1:00 to 1:30 pm with fellowship following. Please RSVP for pray for you!
this private event by May 23rd using the contact information below.
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