
Prayer:  Please continue to pray for one of MATA’s 

primary flight instructors who has been unable to renew his 

FAA medical certification. Please pray for wisdom on how to 

proceed and for God’s peace through difficult times. 

Please continue to pray for Vitaliy and the MATA Alaska 

Summer Ministry for safety and spiritual fruit. 

Please pray for MATA’s Summer Aviation Camp, occuring 

the last full week of July, for safe operations and that teens 

will be inspired for missions. Campers are coming from these 

states: AZ, CA, CO, ID, OK, TN  WA, and WI.  

         Thank You! 

 clayton.howie@mata-usa.org  

1673 Poplar Lane 

Camano Island, WA 98282 

Mobile: 360 322-2114 

Web: h-lites.com 

Praise:  * We praise God that MATA continues to use 

people from MATA for His purposes in Alaska. 

* We praise God that I, Clayton, passed my FAA medical 
certification on June 20th, and certified to fly for another two 

years. 

* We praise God for continuing to bring us students who 

desire to be laborers for Christ through mission aviation.  

* We praise God that our grandchildren attended AWANA 

this year, learning Bible lessons, and singing about Jesus. 

* We especially praise God for YOU, our partners in minis-
try, who are a great blessing and are essential team mem-

bers making an impact worldwide through mission aviation! 

Issue #74 

Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm  96:3) 

Young Lives Transformed by Jesus at Alaska Bible Camps! 

Camps and Vacation Bible Schools are currently ongoing and active in Alaska. MATA has partnered with a number of Alaska ministries, which 
provides both assistance to them and needed experience for MATA’s future missionary pilots. Because of your partnership with our ministry 
at MATA, multitudes of remotely isolated children are receiving air-transportation at no cost to them. You have given them the ability to 
attend Bible Camps or have a team of VBS workers come to their village to teach them about Jesus. These have always been fruitful times 
with children turning to Jesus as their savior! MATA has provided critical assistance to multiple agencies to ensure that these events happen. 
After MATA staff pilot, Vitaliy, flew our Cessna 206 early this June to Kako Retreat Center, the camp director was unexpectedly needed at 
another location. Vitaliy stepped up and kept camp operations up and running in the director’s absence. He has been an effective and critical 
resource for their needs - flying kids, helping at camp, repairing Kako’s airplane, and helping with general maintenance. Thank you. 

Additional New Engine   

In last months prayer letter we reported on a 
new engine for the Cessna 182 RG. This month 
work was completed on a new engine for one of 
MATA’s Cessna 172’s which is a primary trainer 
for students. Thank you for being our partners. 

New Technology for YOU!  

For the very first time, you now have opportunity 
to experience a virtual flight in the mission field. 
Satisfy your curiosity and discover what it looks 
like to be a pilot, a mechanic, a teacher, or a 
spouse serving overseas in aviation ministry. Fly 
using a float plane or Kodiak airplane to some 
remote villages in Indonesia, Lesotho, or even 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. A breath-
taking experience as the amazing terrain passes 
you by, and photo images are provided along 
with printed information about what is happen-
ing. This tech. was developed by Mission Avia-
tion Fellowship. Immediate boarding available:   

Major Shift Now in Missions  

Significant historical events are happening to-
day. Multiple mission agencies are adjusting 
their operations because the traditional way of 
doing missions is no longer as effective. This 
huge adjustment is due to the rapid decline, in 
general, of the church in the U.S., and because 
nations are closing their doors to missionaries 
from the west. The good news is that God is not 
done with those of us who belong to His special 
remnant, serving today in His kingdom work. To 
see more details, please read our special report 
on the next page of this prayer letter. 

https://www.bit.ly/fly-vfx  



S P E C I A L   R E P O R T 

A Major Historical Shift is Now Occurring in Global Missions 

This report is to relay to you information we have received from multiple mission agencies and mission conferences, over the past 
year. This includes the big International Association of Missionary Aviation (IAMA) conference held during May. A recurring theme 
concerns the way missions needs to adjust and change. The following are highlights on massive amounts of input we’ve received. 

What Has NOT Changed 

• God’s calling. We continue to follow the marching orders of Jesus to proclaim the Gospel and make disciples. 
• People are extremely precious to God, and the greatest thing we can ever give people is to help them come to know Jesus. 
• The need for more laborers. As any farmer knows, without enough laborers or the right equipment, some of the harvest is lost. 
• The need for God’s Holy Spirit to influence, empower, and provide wisdom for His existing laborers that are surrendered to Him. 
• The continuing need for aviation to accelerate mission work and to make efforts to spread the Gospel more effective.  

1. The rapid decline of the church, in general, within the United States. 

What IS Changing 

                 The Traditional Missions Model                                                The Shift to a New Model 

Only 4% of the U.S. population today has a Biblical world view. A frequent conversation topic among concerned Christians is how 
so many citizens are believing in absurd and nonsensical lies that are removed from reality. Scripture is clear that our adversary, 
Satan the devil, has been hard at work deceiving and blinding people to the truth. (Romans 1:25 and more). We are reminded in 
Proverbs 30:8-9 that it is wise to ask God to give us neither poverty nor riches, as both are paths that can lead us away from God. 
The decline of the church in the U.S. is reducing resources & funding for missions. (ref. the Pew Research Center). 

2.    A decrease in the quality and quantity of future missionary candidates from the U.S. 
What we have seen firsthand, among new missionary candidates, compared to those from years ago, is a greater lack of Biblical 
knowledge and experience in Christian service. This means greater effort is needed to catch them up to be successful in missions.  
The U.S. overall is sending 32% fewer missionaries today than in the year 2000. (ref. Fred Markert, YWAM). Also, the upcoming 
Generations Z and Alpha, are significantly more plugged into the internet, social networking, and easy access to information. This 
has resulted in a lack of “real life” experiences, a lack of problem-solving skills and critical thinking, stress, and fear of failure. 
Learning preferences have greatly shifted towards technology platforms such as “You-Tube”, but then they struggle on how to 
correctly interpret (ref. Jolene Erlacher, IAMA. Also see the website, www.leadingtomorrow.org). 

3.    An increasing number of nations are closing their doors to missionaries from the west.  
The increase in laws against Christianity within many nations means that the church must go underground. It is illegal or difficult to 
build a church building or to share any ideas contrary to the rules of government in areas of religion. Bibles and tracts are consid-
ered contraband and are confiscated. An astounding number of Christians are suffering worldwide through imprisonment, perse-
cution, and even torture. Converting to Christianity can result in death from “honor killings” from family members. It comes as no 
surprise that these nations contain some of the largest unreached people groups. (ref: opendoors.org and their annual publica-
tion, “World Watch List”. And ref. Frontier Ventures, the “Joshua Project”). 

Pursuing New Strategies 

The really good news is that churches in Asia, Africa, and Latin America are growing exponentially! Also, just as in the days of Noah 
when people rejected God and did what was right in their own eyes (and ideas), God kept Noah as a remnant for Himself. The U.S  is 
blessed to currently have a remnant of more than four million young people who are resistant to changing their Biblical world views!  
Right now 80% of evangelical missionaries serving worldwide are from western nations and receive the vast majority of funding for 
events and resources related to missions. As God shifts the burden for missions to other nations, we must learn how to better equip 
and serve the emerging foreign church, and foreign nationals, in reaching their own peoples. We are excited to do our part in this 
historical transformation. (ref. vianations.org). Please pray that we will become more effective in local and global missions. 


