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Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm 96:3)

“Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel bell; | want to run a rescue shop, within a yard of hell.
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C.T. Studd (British missionary, joined with China Inland Mission in 1865 - Authored the poem, “Only One Life, ‘“Twill Soon Be Past”.

Joyfully Sacrificing to Advance The Gospel inthe DRC-

Congo, Africa, a recent, prolonged gun battle erupted during the early morning hours
near the home of a missionary family who received training at MATA. Suddenly alert,
Jamie sat straight up in bed. Muffled automatic gunshots, along with occasional grenade
blasts, could be heard coming from only two miles away. Chad came to the realization
that there were people dying and he needed to evacuate his family. As they hurriedly
packed their bags they could see from their window family after family evacuating with
personal items placed on their heads. It was four long days before things were stable
enough for their family to return home. Chad continued flying mission flights from a differ-
ent village. Chad reports that their mission base and nearby hospital help stabilize things.

Sadly, there a tens of thousands of people in our world who pass into eternity every day
that have never once heard about Jesus. Many never experience an amazing life of walk-
ing with God and enjoying His marvelous gifts through the fruits of His Holy Spirit. As
missionaries, we cannot sit idle, living a life of convenience and comfort. We are com-
pelled to answer His call to proclaim the good news that we are no longer obligated to be
separated from God. We have the privilege to enjoy His personal relationship.

During July we received good news from the Welge family (who recently spent a six

month internship with Pacific Mission Aviation). They are answering the call to return for
a three year commitment to manage the mission aviation base in Palau, Micronesia. To
do this means that they must walk away from an established, well-paying job at Boeing.

Hope Earns Her Winqs For those of you following Hope Swanson, she became an
FAA certified SPORT PILOT on July 29th! This certification equips her to pilot light-weight aircraft
along with one passenger while serving others through her ministry from Port Alsworth, Alaska. Due
to Covid-19, MATA was unable to have students serve Alaska ministries this summer due to the clo-
sure of Alaska Bible camps. MATA redirected resources to train a missionary (Hope Swanson)
already embedded in an Alaskan community and serving young women and girls. Also, as part of
this program, a feasibility study has been launched to determine if MATA can maintain a permanent
presence in Alaska. Two MATA Board members currently reside in Alaska to oversee operations.

Staying Current My experience at MATA continues to be amazingly fulfilling, seeing God

use me as His tool to advance His kingdom. | absolutely love being around students and staff who
have a heart for missions and are diligently working towards the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
For me, the month of July involved a considerable amount of “tweaking” and documenting our new
MATA website to ensure that it is a model of excellence for our audience and to be usable for do-
nors, students, and staff. | am especially blessed to have first-hand experience as a pilot which ena-
bles me to better communicate and assist MATA students. Also, part of my job is to maintain my
proficiency in flying skills. On a July flight while piloting a Cessna 172 | was able to record the photo
on the right while 2,500 feet above Darrington, looking to the north towards Mount Baker.

Praises: a significant amount of positive feedback

about the new MATA website has been received. Also, we
are already receiving requests from individuals to subscribe
to the MATA newsletter through the website. We are now
positioned online as one of the premier providers of flight
training for missionary pilots. Thank you for partnering.

One of the churches who is financially partnering with us
recently gifted us a collection of videos titled “Dispatches
From The Front”. This series is blessing us tremendously as
we see God working on the frontlines where the gospel is
penetrating into areas of the world that have never heard
about Jesus. Highly recommended. GOD IS AWESOME!

Prayer: Please pray for our son Graham who is finish-

ing up his final classes for HVAC certification. Pray that God
will give him wisdom and direction for a new job within the
HVAC industry.

Please pray for more financial partners for Becky and myself.
We need to continue to build up our staff account to the level
that has been setup for us so that MATA has funds available
to provide us the paychecks intended for our position.

For direct donations to our staff account, please type into clayton.howie@mata-usa.org
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