
New Student Coming To MATA!  When Bible 

camps in Alaska cancelled operations for this summer due to 

Covid-19, we were saddened that many children and families 

would miss out on hearing the gospel for the first time. For some 

campers, Bible camp is the only time they will ever hear the gos-

pel. Also, MATA students would miss training experiences learn-

ing “real world” mission flight operations. Unfortunately we 

were unable to host our annual dinner in raising funds for Alaska 

ministries. The MATA board decided that in 2020 we will study 

the feasibility of launching a permanent ministry presence in Alaska. We are starting this study with Hope Swanson (left side in 

photo) who is a resident missionary in Port Alsworth, Alaska. We are currently holding an online fundraiser for Hope for the pur-

chase of an airplane she can use. For details or to view a special video, see our progress, or donate, please go to www.mata-

usa.org. Hope is now expected to arrive here at MATA for training on June 14th. (Photo: me (left) & Dary in video production). 

Clayton Going To Alaska In 2021?  Fact: I am the last and only MATA staff member 

who has never been to the great state of Alaska. I have sent a video camera up with MATA people a 

couple of times, but they end up diverting to other tasks and work so hard that relatively small 

amounts of video recordings come home. My co-workers are encouraging me to experience how min-

istry in the far north is done. I am currently exploring plans to travel by airline. I intend to document 

more about Alaska ministry activities which will enhance the informing and acquiring of more donors 

for MATA Alaska ministries. Please pray. (I hear that the mosquitoes are big enough to kidnap me.) 

Declare His glory among the nations,  His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm  96:3) 
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Prayer:  Please pray for U.S. authorities that they will 

process a needed Visa soon for travel for Ben Blacklock. 
(Foreign nations have already given their okay.) I introduced 
Ben in our March newsletter as MATA alumni. He has been 
assigned to Africa through Samaritan’s Purse. On May 10th 
we witnessed his Missionary Commissioning Service online 

which was held at his church in Calgary, Alberta.  

Please pray for future missionary pilot Hope Swanson (see 
above) to have good health and good weather while she 

trains at our MATA facility in Arlington starting soon. 

 Thank You!     Thank You!     Thank You! 

clayton.howie@mata-usa.org  

1673 Poplar Lane 

Camano Island, WA 98282 

Mobile: 360 322-2114 

Web: h-lites.com 

Praises: Our son Gra-

ham is expected to graduate 
from Bellingham Technical 
College this year with his 
(HVAC) AAS degree. Please 
pray for him to be enabled in 
quickly finishing up his ap-
plied training.          
Congratulations to MATA 
students, Nate Mills 
(Instrument), and Daniil 
Nazarov (Commercial), who 
successfully passed practical flight examinations by a desig-

nated FAA examiner at MATA on 6/3/2020.  

Mourning The Loss of Joyce Lin On May 12th, Missionary Aviation Fel-

lowship experienced their first pilot fatality in 23 years. Joyce was piloting a Kodiak 

airplane when it went down into a lake near Sentani, Indonesia. She was the only one 

on board transporting supplies to reduce the spread of Covid-19. MATA alumni Ian 

Rojas attended language training with her a year ago and they became great friends.  

The crash is being investigated. Pray for MAF dur-

ing difficult times. (Photo: Joyce & Ian) 

MATA is a member of “International Association of Missionary Aviation” (IAMA) which 

has dozens of members worldwide who are active in aviation ministry. Several days ago 

MATA staff were able to join and view presentations and seminars online. (Photo in-

cludes the top leaders from MAF, JAARS, Ethnos 360 and others.) Very inspiring as we all 

seek to accelerate the ministry for which God has called us. God is doing amazing things! 

IAMA Annual Conference    


