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Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm 96:3)

As we
await a world to build up immunities and vaccines to slow the rapid spread of a
new virus, we continue to pray that God will continue to accelerate His gospel of
good news to the unreached. In aviation we make it a practice to follow precau-
tions to “manage risk” such as regular preflight inspections of aircraft to increase
safety. Mission Aviation organizations and our alumni around the world are re-
porting the limiting of missionary flights except for medical evacuations and cargo
only flights. For example, Samaritan’s Purse has increased flights to transport
many tons of needed medical supplies and equipment.

According to federal and state guide-
=== |ines, most aviation, flight schools, and
information technology are listed as
“essential business”. Due to the fact that a significant amount of my job serving our Lord at MATA
involves the use of a computer, | have been able to follow the mandate of staying and working at
home unless “absolutely necessary”. | continue to assist MATA staff through computer issues by
phone, and | am working on a large scale project to research and design a more useful and updated new look for the MATA website. Praise
the Lord, much of MATA business operations have already been adapted for use online, such as donation processing and the integration of
accounts that our staff missionaries and students can access. Thank you to everyone who prays and partners with us during uncertain times.
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MATA is currently operating on a limited basis. All our group gatherings for staff and/or students, such as
meetings and Bible studies, have been postponed until further notice. Good news, all students and staff currently
remain healthy. Our annual spring ministry plans for Alaska have been changed. Alaskan Bible camps are cancel-
ling their events, so the MATA board is redirecting funds to explore the beginnings and the feasibility of launching
a permanent “MATA NORTH” operation. MATA has had several requests to train missionaries and Christians who
serve remote villages, but we have not had the needed personnel or resources. Excitedly, MATA will now be
sponsoring an Alaskan missionary named Hope Swanson (see photo). In Port Alsworth, she counsels and disciples
teenage girls. She needs training and an aircraft to fly to villages where these kids live for follow-up work. Two of
the MATA Board members who live in Alaska, Jeremy Crowell and Scott Quist, will provide instruction and over-
sight for her training. Amazingly, another couple has generously offered their two-seat aircraft for her flight train-
ing except for fuel costs. Scott Quist will be primary instructor and will also be testing MATA’s curriculum and
cloud systems for compatibility within Alaska’s environment. We plan to start training in late May as God allows.

As
you may recall from our newsletter last summer, at the last minute . Now is a time for us to grow
deeper in our walk with God,
increase the study of scripture,
sharpen our skills, deepen practi-
 cal knowledge, and learn ways to

become more useful for our Lord.

we were unfairly denied the ability to perform gospel face-painting
even though our application had been previously approved months
in advance. | am happy to report that upon our request for them to
address their procedures, the AFI board of directors informed us

during March that MATA has privileges for this activity during 2020.

On Thursday, March 26th, William,
the brother-in-law of our daughter-in-law, age
37, passed away. Doctors diagnosed no brain
activity since his collapse in January. Thank you
for all your prayers during this difficult time.
Please pray for his wife Melissa and son Matthew
and for logistics for our daughter-in-law Paulina
to travel to Texas for a memorial service when
able.

Please pray that God will provide for the MATA
donors and students who have lost their jobs
and incomes due to the pandemic. Also please
pray for MATA's financial needs as we experi-
ence loss of funding due to circumstances creat-
ed by the pandemic.

Please pray for our health. Becky continues to
work the front lines of the grocery industry in her responsibili-
ties with human resources and bookkeeping. On March 27th
one of her co-workers tested positive for the new virus. For-
tunately this co-worker is experiencing only minor “cold-like”
symptoms.

Please pray for our son Graham’s schooling. He only needs
one more quarter to finish up his two year HYAC program at
Bellingham Technical College. Pray that he will finish soon
during these uncertain times.

Thanks You!
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