
Gospel penetrates into the 

remotest parts of Alaska 

Kipnuk, Alaska (photo on right), has no roads 

connecting with the outside world creating a 

zone of isolation. There are no pastors to this 

community of almost 700 people. Harlan, an 

Alumni of MATA (see photo), has been serving 

our Lord for many years at M.A.R.C. (Mission 

Aviation Repair Center) in Soldotna, Alaska, as 

both a mechanic and a pilot. A short time ago 

he piloted an aircraft 448 miles each way transporting teams to this and 

another remote village without any pastors. These teams include a coach and four to six student leaders from Child Evangelism Fellowship 

(CEF). Engaging with the local children, the teams provide games, crafts, songs, and Bible stories. They explain the gospel and how it is woven 

into the Bible and also teach the kids the meanings of the songs. Please pray for the seeds that were planted in Kipnuk and Manokotak and 

that God would raise up Christian leaders to serve these villages. Two CEF student leaders have voiced the possibility of filling that need.  

Thank you for partnering with us in our ministry at MATA so that we can train and equip more pilot mechanics like Harlan! 

Major change in U.S. Airspace rules  (Photo on left) Almost ten years 

ago (5/28/10) the FAA mandated that many kinds of aircraft would need new technology 

installed onboard to legally fly within significant portions of U.S. airspace. The deadline for 

aircraft to be equipped is 1/1/20. This “Next Generation” technology incorporates the use of 

space based satellites along with existing radar to greatly increase the ability of Air Traffic 

Control to track and identify flying aircraft. This required equipment, Automatic Dependent 

Surveillance-Broadcast or “ADS-B”, is expensive. Faced with this deadline, MATA, with the 

help of donors, set aside funds starting in 2012 to upgrade the entire fleet. The estimated 

cost was expected to be close to a hundred thousand dollars. We are happy to announce 

that the MATA fleet just completed the upgrade on the final aircraft and came well below 

budget! (Two photos  on bottom left 

show the required equipment of ADS-

B with GPS and other convenient fea-

tures.) This new technology greatly 

improves efficiency and safety for 

flights. Not only did our final aircraft 

receive this avionics upgrade, it also 

received re-upholstered seats which 

were long overdue. Thank you for 

helping us be good stewards of His 

fleet of aircraft used in training mis-

sionaries. 

Declare His glory among the nations,  His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm  96:3) 
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Prayer: Please pray for new staff to fill the posi-

tions of “Chief of Maintenance” and “Foreigner Liaison” to 

administer FAA Part 141 so we can train foreign missionary 

students. Also pray for a favorable review and acceptance by 

the FAA to upgrade MATA’s status as a result of our recent 

application to train foreign students under the Part 141 rules. 

Please continue to pray for us as we seek to find people that 

God has prepared to partner with us in this adventure of 

serving Him through the ministry of mission aviation. Pray for 

me to be diligent, obedient, and on task to initiate new friend-

ships and conversations.    

    Thank You! 
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Praises: But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
Indeed, I count everything as loss be-
cause of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in 

order that I may gain Christ  and be 
found in him, not having a righteous-
ness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith— (Philippians 3:7-9 ESV) 


