
Need For Missionary Pilots Growing  During the four-day February missions conference at 

First Baptist Church of Arlington, Mission Aviation Training Academy (MATA) was well represented by several 

speakers related to MATA.   One of the things mentioned by Dary, our Executive Director, is that MATA has 

membership with the International Association of Missionary Aviation (IAMA).  He went on to report that, ac-

cording to known data, there currently exists eighty immediate openings for missionary pilots!  This means that 

if we had the pilots available, more than several dozen pilots could begin serving today.  Interestingly, just a few 

days later I noticed on social media that in just one day several elderly missionary pilots were retiring after dec-

ades of faithful service.  Many of their associates were lamenting the huge gaping holes that these retirements 

left behind.  Sadly, our director went on to say that the need for missionary pilots is expected to increase by 

twenty positions each year for the next few years.  Wow! So next year we expect to continuously have a hun-

dred immediate openings for missionary pilots.  The need for pilots is so urgent that we at MATA have seen a 

noticeable increase in the number of mission recruiters coming to visit MATA to acquire not just pilots, but also 

mechanics and other personnel as well.   Within the last year we’ve had requests from recruiters representing 

MAF, JAARS, Ethnos 360, MARC, and MFI to have someone come and speak to our students. 

MATA Winter Ministry Trip to Alaska 

Every year MATA works with students to help them gain 

valuable mission field experience volunteering their labor 

at a highly remote field location.  For the past few years 

one of these locations has been at Naknek, AK.  MATA sent 

a small team early this February.  Staff and students are 

able to work and repair ministry aircraft with the Free Lu-

theran Association of Pilots (FLAPS).   This ministry is 

blessed and encouraged with the presence of MATA per-

sonnel who are able to accelerate the return of airplanes 

into ministry.   MATA also has a student skilled with technology who is able to assist and expand the work of the local Christian radio station 

KAKN.  (This coming May we plan to hold a fund raising event for ministry trips to KAKO this summer and a winter ministry trip for next year.) 

Tools For Video Production  I was pleased that the video I created for the recent missions confer-

ence was very well received. Occasionally I am asked specifics about how I “create the magic”.   My secret is that a 

great deal of my added content is provided and shared by other individuals.   One valuable resource is from Tim, a 

video award winning mission-ographer I first met at “Missions Fest” who provides free tips and free “stock” foot-

age for mission groups world-wide called “NGO STOCK”.  Once I write an outline or script for how the video should 

flow, I then compile, edit, & render content with Adobe products.  To view videos go to the web site mata-usa.org. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>   MARCH 9th: 8:00 to 9:30 am.  MATA staff men's breakfast presentation to Snohomish Community Church.  

Declare His glory among the nations,  His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm  96:3) 
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Prayer: Please continue to pray for more laborers to be 

sent into His harvest. We are in need of a new “Chief of 

Maintenance”. Pray also for a new staff person at MATA who 

could coordinate government requirements for FAA Part 141. 

Please pray for my travels to local churches who share our 

concern for reaching lost people to Christ. This is part of my 

deputation to find more ministry partners to be involved with 

our ministry here at MATA. 

Pray for our family as we will be attempting the installation 

of a new roof onto our home sometime later this spring or 

summer. This needed repair is years overdue. A recent 

leak definitely confirmed the need.                THANK YOU! 

clayton.howie@mata-usa.org  

1673 Poplar Lane 

Camano Island, WA 98282 

Mobile: 360 322-2114 

Praises: Our new 

grandson, Peter Howie, is 

more than a month old 

already!  We thank our 

wonderful Lord that He is 

doing very well!  Both 

Becky and I are very proud 

of his parents Graham & 

Paulina and are overjoyed 

that Peter’s family, includ-

ing our grand daughters, 

Quinn and Esmeralda, are 

close by for visiting! 

                          Nathan  &  Amy                      Jermey / FLAPS      Dave  /  Tech. 

Dary 


