
Disaster Hits Missionary Bases in Indonesia  Mission aviation is critical for 

providing relief to areas hit by disasters, so it came as a shock when we heard from the Harringtons 

(MATA alumni) based with JAARS in Sentani.  The city is a missions base for a number of different mis-

sion organizations. On March 17th landslides and flash flooding inundated the city killing more than a 

hundred residents and leaving thousands homeless.  (Adventist Aviation lost two aircraft). The Harring-

tons’ home was flooded, (see photo), and more than 75 dump truck loads of mud settled around their 

home.  I put together a video for the MATA Bible study (see YouTube channel “Clay Howie”).  God quick-

ly raised up more than a thousand dollars from MATA staff/students to send to the Harringtons. 

Spring Flying  With thankfulness to the God of creation, excellent flying weather has provided 

many opportunities for missionary pilot students to build time to earn their licenses and ratings. I recently 

was privileged to act as “Safety Pilot” for a student working on his Instrument Rating. (I ensure that we 

are clear of terrain and traffic while the student flies “under the hood” with vision restricted to viewing 

ONLY the instruments.)  Our flight to Auburn traversed multiple airspace categories. Another recent privi-

lege provided to me was to fly one of our generous MATA donors on a scenic flight over Skagit Valley.  

(see photo).  We counted seven brightly colored fields of daffodils but did not see any tulip colors.  I ex-

pect that I will have other passengers around mid April who will be able to see the tulip fields from the air. 

MATA Board Gives Godly Direction  We at MATA are extreme-

ly blessed by God’s faithful and spiritually mature men who pray for and guide the 

ministries here at MATA. One  item discussed during March and soon to be imple-

mented is that MATA will ask students who are not already involved with ministry 

to FIRST obtain their licenses for mechanical jobs (A&P).  Mission aviation needs all 

pilots to be mechanics, but not all mechanics to be pilots.  See MATA web site soon. 

New Students Processed!  We work hard to abide by Federal, TSA ,and in-

surance requirements. One of my jobs during admissions at MATA is to upload important 

information about student citizenship, flight currency, and medical fitness into our comput-

er system.  This system also handles the online scheduling of MATA aircraft and instructors.  

We recently welcomed Nate Mils from Israel and Gabriel Lawrence from Pasco, WA.  

Declare His glory among the nations,  His marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm  96:3) 
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Prayer: Please continue to pray for more laborers to be 

sent into His harvest. We are in need of a new “Chief of 

Maintenance”. Pray also for a new staff person at MATA who 

could coordinate government requirements for FAA Part 141. 

Please pray for more good weather as flying activity needs to 

increase for our students.  Pray for me as I gear up to again 

coordinate MATA activities at the Arlington Fly-In this sum-

mer and that many will be introduced to Jesus. 

Pray for our family as we will be attempting the installation 

of a new roof onto our home sometime later this spring or 

summer. (This repair is overdue.)                 THANK YOU! 

clayton.howie@mata-usa.org  

1673 Poplar Lane 

Camano Island, WA 98282 

Mobile: 360 322-2114 

Praises: Once every two 

years I am required to visit a 

physician to ensure my medical 

fitness to act as “Pilot in Com-

mand” (PIC).  I was examined 

in March and passed! 

We are delighted to have our 

grand children living close by.  

Here is a photo of Esmeralda 

enjoying the snow that came 

during the month of March. 

 

MATA airplanes parked on Camano Island  -  Photo I captured of the MATA “Aviation Summer Camp” fleet during an event on the island.   


